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Dissertation Abstract: 
Philosophy is currently in the midst of a social turn. Our community is pouring new energy into fields like social 
epistemology and social ontology, and across the discipline we have turned our focus toward political and ethical 
issues involving social roles, social positions, and social justice. For all its momentum and appeal, however, this 
social turn has yet to make a measurable impact in the subdiscipline of metaethics. Few metaethicists contend 
with social themes in their work, and those who do so offer significantly attenuated social accounts. In my 
dissertation, I argue that the inadequacies of these social accounts come with broader theoretical costs to bear. 
I then build conceptual additions and alternatives to these accounts and show how they can help to avoid the 
theoretical costs. 

 
Some expressivists have aimed to make sense of the role that a normative perspective plays in generating the 
evaluative consensus necessary for social coordination. I argue that their narrow focus on normative language 
and consensus, however, yields an unhelpful and overly simplistic view of this role. What the expressivist needs, 
I argue, is a theory of how a normative perspective might afford the capacity to engage in social behavior that 
shapes and maintains social roles. Some Kantian constructivists posit that we individually construct our 
contingent, “practical” identities (like teacher, banker, mother, son) by self-legislating the norms that constitute 
those identities. I argue that this view is untenable once we recognize that so-called practical identities are 
actually social identities. To construct myself as a teacher is to construct others as students, and vice versa. But 
this suggests we construct one another’s contingent identities in addition to our own, which conflicts with the 
constructivist thesis. If we give up our commitment to construction, I argue, we can make sense of our practical 
recognition of social identities without issue. 
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● Transported goods from farms and stores to fulfillment center and then out to sites around the city. 
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